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Climate Planning  

How should the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County approach their climate 

action planning process?  

We should continue the work of the LCAPP (Local Climate Action Planning Process) and 

Charlottesville, Albemarle, UVA collaborative community outreach plan. This process 

must be a joint effort between the City, County, and UVA. We affect each other and need 

to work together, to often we have not. I am excited about the progress we can make 

through true collaboration across jurisdictions. We need to avoid siloed work and thinking 

even at the local and regional level when we are dealing with an existential global crisis.  

Do you have specific strategies that you would like to see implemented?  

Power generation and transportation are two of the biggest drivers of global carbon 

emissions. Realistically, our city can and must work on reducing the contribution our own 

local transportation network makes; I would like to work on reducing car transportation. 

We also need to increase residential energy efficiency programs. Utilizing AHIP(Albemarle 

Housing Improvement Program) and the “structure in place” to expand into even greater 

energy efficiency programs for renters and homeowners.  

Should cities contribute to climate solutions, and, if so, how?  

Cities have to contribute! In our current national situation, we need to be leading the way. 

We need to set the example, regarding the local regulations and the social pressures to make 

fighting climate change a part of everyday life. Cities need to take part in making all of their 

buildings more energy efficient, this can be done with additional solar panels on roofs. 

Secondly, we can offer incentive programs such as rebates on tankless hot water heaters and 

thermostats, which our city has done before. Cities also need to offer easy recycling options 

for basic household goods and more toxic items such as paint, electronics, and batteries. If 

we can have trash and basic recycling pick up, then we can have toxic recycling pick up. We 

also need to make our bus fleets synchronized on an efficient schedule. How many of us has 



seen an enormous scrum of idling busses in front of the Downtown Transit Center?  

If elected, would you promote strategies to reduce our climate emissions, and, if so, 

where do the greatest opportunities exist for reducing them?  

Yes. Transportation and residential homes are the biggest users of energy in our area, it is 

something critical that we need to address. Increasing LEAP’s (Local Energy Alliance 

Program)renters energy efficiency program is one area, making our mass transit actually 

usable and attractive is another area (this means increasing bus routes, increasing running 

hours, increasing bus shelters and working with UVA & the county to make workable usable 

routes). A radical idea such as getting rid of our school bus fleet and utilizing the public 

transit for school routes, (during school transport times we could have a bus monitor riding 

to make sure the  

children are safe and are not getting into mischief) would be a type of new and innovative 

idea I would like to see come before council. Overall working with the Charlottesville 

Climate Collaborative who have already done so much research would be a top priority.  

Climate Strategies and Implementation  

How would you approach sustainable materials management solutions like composting 

and recycling in this region?  

Composting can be made easier in a number of ways, community compost stations that 

could be maintained in the community, or compost bins that could be picked up once a 

week with the recycling to make composting easy. I Support innovative initiatives proposed 

by the community and companies alike. I am open to the private sector providing a solution.  

What role do you see for renewable energy in our community? How would you approach 

implementing its use, if at all, or increasing it?  

I would like to see PPA’s (Power Purchase Agreements) for solar on all city owned 

buildings, once that has happened I would like to see if we could extend this to include 

residential homes, a number of older residents I spoke to would like solar but can not make 

this investment at this time in their life, a residential PPA would be something we can 

benefit from. As councilor I would encourage creativity and allow people to experiment 

with wind and water energy on their properties in the city.  



How would you describe the relationship between climate action, poverty, and justice in 

Charlottesville and Albemarle County?  

Regretfully many people tend to think you cannot have affordable housing and energy 

efficiency. I think the only way you can have truly affordable housing is to make it as 

energy efficient as possible. As we rehabilitate our existing housing stock of public housing 

we need to make sure it is done with true energy efficiency in mind, it will pay for itself in 

the long run and make a better home. We also need to encourage landlords to let their 

tenants take part in energy efficiency programs for rental stock and we as a city need to fund 

it. However we need to be careful that if a home becomes energy efficient through the 

program that the landlord then does not rent the home out at a higher rate to the renter. 

Further jeopardizing people who are already vulnerable. Meeting with area landlords who 

rent lower cost rental units explaining the program and working talking ahead of time with 

landlords could help get them on board.  

Transportation makes up a significant portion of local climate emissions. What strategies 

would you suggest to address transportation needs in Charlottesville and Albemarle 

County?  

We have to get our mass transit functional and attractive. I am learning more about the 

trackless tram initiative and I believe if we make our transit fit people's lives we can begin 

to encourage people to leave their cars for alternative methods. On council I would support 

true regional transit center with a hub reaching to the counties. We also need to work with 

our regional neighbors, as our affordable housing crisis has pushed more and more people 

out of the city commuter traffic has increased. Regretfully this means that many of our 

commuters can least afford high priced electric or hybrid vehicles, developing a true 

regional transit to reduce our commuter traffic would be a serious and beneficial impact to 

our community and environment.  

 

How would you propose to overcome barriers to energy efficiency upgrades and 

renewable energy in the residential sector?  

One barrier is getting the knowledge out there. I have been knocking on doors and have told 

a number of people about LEAP’s program for renters. Many people have no idea. It means 

actually going out there and engaging people at their doors. Hiring summer interns in 



disadvantaged neighborhoods could be a great way to get the word out plus get some job 

training to at risk youth and earned income with job references. This has dual-benefits 

especially if they are youth from targeted neighborhoods. The second part is money, making 

the argument for people that it pays for itself in the long run is difficult, therefore finding 

neighborhood leaders in communities who are willing to talk to their neighbors about what 

they did is a great first step. I support continuing city programs of 0% interest loans for 

energy efficiency and solar, talking to kids in the schools so they can educate their parents.  

Tell us what inspires you personally to act on climate, or why action is 

unnecessary.  

I have an 11 year old child, I want her kids to have a planet they can live on. I grew up 

without running water or electricity while my mom saved money to build an off-grid solar 

house with gravity-fed spring water and burned into the hill for passive solar and heat 

sinking. I have 16 panels on my home in cville. I have used the transit and have 

experienced the flaws in the system, I’d use it regularly if it were efficient. The climate 

change report is one of the reasons I decided to run for council, we don't have time to mess 

around, we have to start fixing it now.  


