
RESOLUTION 
IN SUPPORT OF KEY FOCUS AREAS TO ADDRESS IN  

THE CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN  
 

WHEREAS, the weight of scientific evidence and scientific consensus indicates that 
greenhouse gas emissions from human activities is driving climate change, especially the 
combustion of fossil fuels that create greenhouse gases; and  

 
WHEREAS, climate change has been widely recognized by government, business, 

academic, and other community leaders as a worldwide threat with the potential to harm our 
economy, safety, public health, and quality of life; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Charlottesville resolved in June 2017 to stand with cities and 

other public and private sector partners throughout the world to advance action in accordance 
with the with the goals outlined in the Paris Agreement, the first global commitment to fight 
climate change; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Charlottesville adopted a Statement of Economic Principles in 
September 2017 that supports growing a wide array of local industry sectors, the availability of 
excellent affordable housing, a globally competitive workforce, redevelopment that produces 
local jobs and affordable housing, builds upon Charlottesville’s commitment to sustainability, 
and promotes active partnerships at the regional level; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Charlottesville is currently in Phase 2 of implementing its 
Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy commitment, and will develop a Climate 
Action Plan in Phase 3; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Charlottesville has been involved in and continues to explore a 
variety of important actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in our community; and  

WHEREAS, 90% of Charlottesville’s carbon emissions profile is attributed to 
residential, commercial, and transportation sector activities; and 

WHEREAS, initial costs for energy efficiency and renewable energy measures can pose 
a barrier for residential, commercial, and non-profit property owners and slow adoption of low 
carbon actions despite many such installations resulting in net-cost savings over their lifetime; 
and 

WHEREAS, the private financial sector has access to resources that local government 
does not and that can aid in increased investment in energy performance of buildings in 
Charlottesville; and, 

WHEREAS, the affordability of housing is affected by the cost of the housing unit and 
the cost of powering the home, known as the energy burden; and 

WHEREAS, improvements in building energy performance through energy efficiency 
and renewable energy installations can reduce the energy burden cost for the building occupants 
and, in many cases, improve the comfort and quality of life of the building occupants; and  



WHEREAS, local investment in energy improvements for buildings and low carbon 
strategies requires a skilled local workforce and supports local businesses and industries that are 
seeing national and global growth, and enables partnerships such as those seen in the GO Solar 
program; and 

WHEREAS, strategies to reduce carbon emissions from the transportation sector can 
include mode shift, fuel switching, fuel economy, reduced travel distance; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Charlottesville municipal fleet – including transit, school buses, 
service and maintenance trucks, and passenger vehicles – contributes to community-wide 
transportation carbon emissions. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Charlottesville, 
Virginia that the City of Charlottesville Climate Action Plan, to be developed under Phase 3 of 
its Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy commitment, will include, but not be 
limited to, strategies that address the following: 
 
1. Further enabling private financial sector investment in energy performance upgrades for 

commercial properties in the City of Charlottesville through adoption of a commercial 
property assessed clean energy (C-PACE) financing program; and 
 

2. Effective funding programs and models for increased residential energy performance, 
including programs that are compatible with affordable housing and owner or renter-
occupied housing; and 
  

3. The feasibility of integrating zero emission vehicles into the municipal fleet and supporting 
increased community adoption of zero emission vehicles; and 
 

4. Working in conjunction with regional partners to implement seamless programs and services 
to increase ease of participation for Charlottesville organizations and residents. 


