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Paul Long, Independent, City Council Candidate 

Climate Planning  

How should the city of Charlottesville and Albemarle County approach their 
climate action planning process?  

The city and the county should establish a joint planning board for climate action 
policy and establish a unified policy.  

Do you have specific strategies that you would like to see implemented?  

The city should give tax breaks to businesses and residential home owners to 
install solar paneling.  

Should cities contribute to climate solutions and, if so, how?  

Yes, I think the city should implement a strategy to plant 15,000 more trees in the 
city.  

If elected, would you promote strategies to reduce our climate emissions, and, 
if so, where do the greatest opportunities exist for reducing them?  

One major way is to reduce the use of automobiles for the last 10 years I have been 
advocating the establishment of an extensive, free public transportation system.  

Climate Strategies and Implementation  

How would you approach sustainable materials management solutions like 
composting and recycling in this region?  

The city should establish many composting and recycling centers, to make it easier for 



residents to engage in it.  

What role do you see for renewable energy in our community? How would you 
approach implementing its use, if at all, or increasing it? 

  
There is a need for renewable energy in our community. I need to study what is the 
best way to go about this.  
 
How would you describe the relationship between climate action, poverty, 
and justice in Charlottesville and Albemarle County?  

Poor people and people on the lower end of the economy will suffer the most if we 
don’t implement an aggressive climate action program.  

Transportation makes up a significant portion of local climate emissions. What 
strategies would you suggest to address transportation needs in Charlottesville 
and Albemarle County?  

We need to decrease the use of automobiles in the city and county. We need an 
expanded public transportation system.  

How would you propose to overcome barriers to energy efficiency upgrades and 
renewable energy in the residential sector?  

Government: the city, county, and the state and federal governments should be 
working to implement renewable energy in residential neighborhoods.  

Tell us what inspires you personally to act on climate, or why action 
is unnecessary.  

From the extreme fires in California, to the rising sea levels that affect coastal cities like 
New York, Miami, New Orleans, Los Angeles, San Francisco (and many others) to the 
rising carbon dioxide level in our county and the world; all are threatening the ability of 
human beings, and all forms of life to continue living on the planet. Look what is 
happening to the Amazon River Valley. Your organization, like many others in this 



country and the world, need to keep the issues in front of political candidates and 
political office holders.  


