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How should the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County approach their climate 
action planning process? 
 
If we’re serious about confronting the climate crisis, we have no choice but to plan regionally. 
Albemarle Coutny and Charlottesville should establish a shared emissions reduction target goal of 
carbon neutrality by – at the absolute latest – 2050. The city and county then need to work together to 
identify the level of emissions reductions needed within each major emissions sector in order to 
achieve the ultimate goal of carbon neutrality by 2050. Then, the most important part: developing and 
implementing policies that can turn our emissions reduction goals into reality. Throughout this process, 
there should be scheduled interim updates in order to measure how much progress has been made on 
achieving carbon neutrality by 2050. 
 
This will involve coordination between city and county staff, as well as coordination between City 
Council and the Board of Supervisors. The city and county should have regular joint work sessions 
about achieving our emissions reduction goal. The city and county should invest in their city staff so 
that more capacity exists for engaging in this kind long-term climate planning.  
 
Albemarle County’s ‘Climate Mondays’ and ‘Emissions Sector Workgroup Meetings’ are good first 
steps that Charlottesville should emulate. Finally, throughout this process its vital that the county and 
city engage with the community and allow community groups already working on renewable energy 
initiatives to have significant input. Achieving carbon neutrality will require a community wide 
mobilization that extends far beyond city hall. 
 
Do you have specific strategies that you would like to see implemented? 
 
In Charlottesville as of 2016, the largest source of emissions is residential energy, followed by closely 
by business energy and community transport. Together, those three emissions sectors make up over 80% 
of city emissions. Therefore, to achieve carbon neutrality we need strategies that prioritize climate 
action within those three sectors. 
 
Within residential, incentives and public awareness campaigns to encourage greater adoption of smart 
thermostats, LED lightbulbs, and energy efficient heating and cooling systems are low hanging fruit for 
reducing emissions.  Charlottesville’s growing renewable energy sector provides opportunities for 
creative partnerships that allow for more widespread adoption of solar panels on residential buildings. 
Charlottesville should also explore requiring greater energy efficiency standards on housing built with 
city funds – whether those funds be loans, funds from the Charlottesville Affordable Housing Fund, or 
other city resources. Finally, there are important opportunities to incorporate equity by partnering with 
AHIP, the Housing Authority, and affordable housing non-profits to provide energy efficiency 
upgrades for low-income residents. 
 
In the business energy sector, Charlottesville can support community initiatives such as the Better 
Business Challenge to encourage more businesses to adopt sustainability best practices. Charlottesville 
could also create a ‘Sustainability Certification Campaign’ where businesses that meet certain 
sustainability goals receive a certification they can display – other localities have used this strategy to 



encourage more businesses to pay living wages. Because of the Dillon Rule, some of the biggest 
impacts City Council can make on the business energy sector will come from uplifting the work of the 
community and supporting Charlottesville’s growing renewable energy sector. 
 
Finally, Charlottesville can take action on community transportation by adopting strategies for reducing 
car-centric development. This includes: creating a Regional Transit Authority so that our bus system 
has more frequent stops and routes that go deeper into Albemarle County, reducing off street parking 
requirements on some new developments, and creating a comprehensive network of pedestrian and 
bike trails throughout Charlottesville and Albemarle. 
 
Should cities contribute to climate solutions, and, if so, how? 
 
Cities have an obligation to contribute to climate solutions, and it needs to be a top priority for 
Charlottesville. At a time when the federal government refuses to act on climate, its up to cities to take 
the lead.  
 
Charlottesville needs to prioritize policies to reduce emissions, including many of the policies I 
mentioned earlier. In Charlottesville, we need to see the renewable energy sector as the backbone of 
our future economy and support it as such. We should incorporate climate action into every other 
policy area and mobilize our community around becoming a statewide climate leader – and do so in a 
way that fully incorporates economic and racial equity.  
 
It’s also vital that Charlottesville create strategies for building local climate resilience to prepare our 
community for impacts of climate change that are now unavoidable. This should include protecting 
existing green space, updating flood plain data, updating our storm water runoff management plans, 
supporting local networks of community gardens, and fully incorporating climate impacts into the 
process of approving new developments. 
 
If elected, would you promote strategies to reduce our climate emissions, and, if so, 
where do the greatest opportunities exist for reducing them? 
 
Reducing climate emissions is a top priority for me. If elected, I’d take a community organizing 
approach and proactively work with community groups like Cville100, the Charlottesville Climate 
Collaborative, and Generation180 to support policies to reduce emissions.  
 
Some of the most important ways the city can reduce emissions include strategies I outlined earlier for 
reducing emissions in the residential, business, and community transport sectors. But some other 
strategies include: installing solar panels on all city schools, using electric buses, working with UVA to 
increase the use of renewables on grounds, and green retrofitting all municipal buildings. 
 
Finally, the city can use its publicly owned utility ‘Charlottesville Gas’ to provide incentives and 
resources for homeowners to make their homes more energy efficient. 
 
How would you approach sustainable materials management solutions like composting and 
recycling in this region? 
 
Changes in international markets have created significant new challenges for local recycling. And our 
use of single stream recycling continues to produce a large amount of contaminated recycled materials 
that end up going to landfill.  



 
I support setting a goal of Charlottesville becoming a waste free city. Some strategies for meeting this 
goal include: public education campaigns about recycling and composting, partnering with local 
businesses to reduce food waste and increase the use of composting, and expanding the city’s pilot 
program for residential compost drop-off. 
 
What role do you see for renewable energy in our community? How would you approach 
implementing its use, if at all, or increasing it? 
 
In my view, Charlottesville’s growing renewable energy sector should be the backbone of our local 
economy and we should create economic development strategies to support that sector. We have the 
potential to become a capital of renewable energy technology in the South. 
 
Charlottesville City Council can provide support for affordable housing non-profits to incorporate the 
use of renewables into home repairs and new affordable housing units. The city can also install large 
solar arrays on all city schools and government buildings, and support community initiatives like Solar 
Co-Ops that encourage greater use of renewables. Charlottesville should also expand programs like GO 
Solar that provide job training for local residents to work in the renewable energy sector. 
 
How would you describe the relationship between climate action, poverty, and justice in 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County? 
 
If poverty and justice aren’t fully incorporated into the city’s climate action plans, we’re aren’t 
planning right. Equity is directly connected to environmental issues. Historically, our affordable 
housing has been built in flood plains – which means our low-income communities will feel the most 
severe impacts of climate change, and they’ll start feeling the impacts first. Low-income 
neighborhoods also have less green space than wealthier neighborhoods, and historically those 
neighborhoods have received less investment in parks and pedestrian and bike trails. 
 
We need to be conscious of how past renewable energy initiatives weren’t accessible to low-income 
communities, and partner with organizations like AHIP, LEAP, the Housing Authority, and local 
housing non-profits to open up access to renewable energy technology to all city residents. We need to 
also expand programs like GO Solar that open up the economic benefits of our growing renewable 
energy sector to more city residents. Finally, it’s vital that the city support organizations like the 
Charlottesville Urban Agriculture Collective that have already been working for years to connect issues 
of environmental and food justice with affordable housing, racial justice, and economic inequality.  
 
Transportation makes up a significant portion of local climate emissions. What strategies would 
you suggest to address transportation needs in Charlottesville and Albemarle County? 
 
Charlottesville and Albemarle need to create a Regional Transit Authority that brings together CAT, 
Albemarle County, JAUNT, and UVA’s bus system in order to create more frequent bus stops and 
routes that go deeper into Albemarle County. Research shows that public transportation isn’t widely 
adopted until bus stops are frequent – every 20 minutes or less. But right now according to the city’s 
own data, there’s no where in Charlottesville where it’s quicker to take the bus than it is to walk. 
 
As an interim step, we need to support the new Regional Transit Partnership that’s being put together 
by the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission. Their work can be a first step towards our 
ultimate goal of creating a Regional Transit Authority. In the short-term, Charlottesville can put covers 



over all city bus stops and improve the city’s bus app so that its more usable and has more accurate 
arrival times. 
 
How would you propose to overcome barriers to energy efficiency upgrades and renewable 
energy in the residential sector? 
 
Two of the biggest barriers to the adoption of renewables in the residential sector are cost and onerous 
state laws designed to protect Dominion’s profits by limiting the adoption of distributed solar.  
 
To address the cost issue, Charlottesville can provide incentives for solar installation and partner with 
local community groups to educate residents about existing community initiatives and federal and state 
level incentives that make installing solar more affordable. The city also needs to encourage 
collaboration between organizations like AHIP, LEAP, the Housing Authority, and housing non-profits 
to provide access to renewable energy and energy efficiency upgrades to low-income families.  
 
To address the issue of state law, I support Charlottesville including in its yearly legislative packet that 
it submits to the General Assembly support for eliminating Virginia’s cap on net metering capabilities 
 
Tell us what inspires you personally to act on climate, or why action is unnecessary. 
 
Climate change is the single greatest threat to our society. It’s something I think about daily.  
 
I recently attended a local Youth Climate Strike, where elementary and middle school students walked 
out of class to demand immediate action on the climate crisis. It was inspiring to see local students 
already organizing and creating change, but hearing them speak about their anxieties about the future of 
planet was a stark reminder that our elected leaders have failed to take the climate crisis seriously. 
When talking with people of my generation, they often mention uncertainty about whether they want to 
have children because of their fear of what kind of world their children and grandchildren will inherit. 
I’ve felt those fears myself. 
 
There’s no excuses. Our top priority as a society needs to be bold, immediate action to solve the 
climate crisis. Without a livable planet, nothing else matters.  


