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Climate Planning 
 

How should the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County approach their climate action planning 
process?  
 
Here’s my understanding of the current state of play: 

● City staff have recommended a 45% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and carbon 
neutrality by 2050.  Council will vote in July on these goals. 
 

● Albemarle is working on similar goals with a slightly later timeframe. 

The emissions sector workgroups and Climate Mondays program seem to be a good way of including 
public input in the planning process. Both jurisdictions could be doing more to address climate resilience 
in planning for worst case scenarios. In particular, Charlottesville and urban Albemarle can encourage 
street tree planting to improve air quality and reduce temperatures..  

 
Do you have specific strategies that you would like to see implemented?  
 
The City’s proposed plan does not include conducting a greenhouse gas inventory every two years. 
Regular inventories are important for tracking progress and maintaining public focus on this critical 
issue. The County has yet to take a stand on this question, I believe, but should do the same.  The City 
and County should continue building on the successful Clean Energy Loan Fund (CELF), which has funded 
more than $1.6 million in private investment and garnered support from local business.  
 

Should cities contribute to climate solutions, and, if so, how?  
 
Absolutely. Due to federal inaction, state and local governments must lead the way. When cities lead on 
climate solutions, they’re testing program that can be scaled and shared around the state and nation. As 
an economist, I’ve worked with both state and local governments to execute and evaluation those kinds 
of pilot programs and would be eager to support that work in the General Assembly.  
 

  



If elected, would you promote strategies to reduce our climate emissions, and, if so, where do the 
greatest opportunities exist for reducing them?   
 
My top priorities for reducing climate emissions would be: 

● ending our investment in fracked gas pipelines across Virginia, which encourage our long-term 
dependence on fossil fuels  
 

● accelerating the pace of solar energy expansion in Virginia through both utility-grade 
installations and loosening restrictions on consumer production 
 

● joining the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative to regulate and ratchet down emissions 
standards 
 

Climate Strategies and Implementation 

How would you approach sustainable materials management solutions like composting and recycling 
in this region?  
 
Expanding composting programs like those in City Market could make composting more accessible to 
more households. Deposit fees for bottles and glass go a long way to encouraging recycling, too. Return 
rates in the 10 states that use them often exceed 80%. Supporting and scaling effective local programs 
should be a priority for the General Assembly.  
 
What role do you see for renewable energy in our community?  How would you approach 
implementing its use, if at all, or increasing it?  
 
Our region is a hub for solar firms. We should be encouraging both household and utility-scale 
installations. The first step is loosening Virginia’s current restrictions on solar production, like our cap on 
net metering. Several of constructive provisions were packaged in the Solar Freedom Act introduced last 
session, but that bill died a swift death without a full vote because too few Delegates are willing to 
empower providers to compete with Dominion.  
 

How would you describe the relationship between climate action, poverty and justice in 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County?  
 
Our climate crisis will hit low-income families hardest. Hotter summers threaten families that can’t 
afford air conditioning. Torrential rains flood housing that’s already in disrepair. We have an opportunity 
to make combating climate change and confronting inequality twin goals. By investing in green jobs 
programs to upgrade our infrastructure and invest in clean energy, we can provide economic 
opportunities to those who right now bear the greatest risk.  
  

 
 



Transportation makes up a significant portion of local climate emissions.  What strategies would you 
suggest to address transportation needs in Charlottesville and Albemarle County?  
 
The Regional Transportation Plan now underway is a strong start in coordinating public transportation. 
There is currently no enabling legislation that allows us to create a funding base through taxation. The 
General Assembly can fix that. As we build on the RTP, we should continue investing in safe, accessible 
pathways for bikes and walkers. Providing priority parking for carpools can also encourage group 
ridership and reduce vehicle miles traveled.  
 

How would you propose to overcome barriers to energy efficiency upgrades and renewable energy in 
the residential sector?  
 
Virginia has a number of arbitrary restrictions on residential renewable energy production, like our caps 
on net metering and meter aggregation. Lifting these caps would empower households to not just 
generate their own power but provide more renewable energy to others. 
 

Tell us what inspires you personally to act on climate, or why action is unnecessary.  
 
Our planet is a blessing. We have a sacred duty to protect and steward it for future generations.  

 

 
 


