
Kathleen M. Galvin 
Questionnaire for City Council and House of Delegates Candidates 
from the Charlottesville Climate Collaborative 
Released: May 23, 2019 Due Date: May 31st 

  
Climate Planning 
  
How should the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County approach their climate action 
planning process? 
  
It is absolutely critical that we transition away from fossil fuels and towards renewable energy 
like wind and solar. During my time on city council, we committed Charlottesville City to 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction targets in keeping with the Paris Agreement and the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report by voting for the Global Compact of Mayors. 
To meet these standards, in both the city and county, we must make efforts to improve public 
transportation in the city and county, promote renewable energy jobs, make renewable energy 
solutions more affordable for residential use, and ensure we are keeping our waterways clean of 
pollutants.   
  
Do you have specific strategies that you would like to see implemented? 
 
We need to give consumers the ability to create their own power and decentralize the grid by 
removing caps on net metering, and we must increase alternative energy investment credits in 
Virginia to allow for more affordable energy on the local level. I will also fight to ensure local 
governments have the autonomy to aggregate their electric loads for the purpose of net 
metering. 
  
Should cities contribute to climate solutions, and, if so, how? 
  
I have worked in my time on City Council to make sure that our local government is actively encouraging 
Charlottesville to be a hub of the green energy economy. By relaxing constrictions placed on city 
governments by the General Assembly through Dillon's Rule, we can let cities turn themselves into 
hotbeds of innovation for this rapidly developing sector. In Richmond, I’m going to work to ensure that 
those local clean energy businesses, like those thriving in Charlottesville, are getting the support needed 
to transition Virginia off of fossil fuels. We don’t need these huge multinational corporations coming in 
when we have such strong leaders in the clean energy field right here at home. With experienced and 
dedicated leadership, our community will lead the entire commonwealth to a green energy future. 
 
If elected, would you promote strategies to reduce our climate emissions, and, if so, where do 
the greatest opportunities exist for reducing them?  
  
As a delegate I will work to increase the alternative energy investment credits currently on the 
books in Virginia and remove the net-metering limits for residential and non-residential 
customers. I will continue my work empowering local solid waste authorities to install solar 



panels on their landfills and local governments to aggregate their electric loads for the purpose 
of net metering, independent of Dominion Energy. In addition, I will work to make it easier for 
customer-generators to be compensated for excess electricity and develop shared solar 
facilities.  
 
 Finally, I would also advocate for Virginia joining the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
(RGGI), a regional cap and trade program involving New England and Mid-Atlantic states to 
which no Southern state is yet a member.  
  
Climate Strategies and Implementation 
  
How would you approach sustainable materials management solutions like composting and 
recycling in this region? 
  
First, continue my efforts to promote and advance the efforts of the Rivanna Solid Waste 
Authority (RSWA) that currently provides recycling and solid waste disposal to over 3,000 city 
and county residents every month. The RWSA has been able to achieve an over 98% recycling 
rate by promoting area recycling and providing services at facilities like the McIntire Recycling 
Center. 
  
Second, follow the lead of states like Vermont in proposing a Universal Recycling Law. A law 
like this would ban recyclable material from trash bins, require recycling receptacles in public 
spaces, and phase in policies that incentivize businesses producing large quantities of food 
waste to compost. 
  
What role do you see for renewable energy in our community? How would you approach 
implementing its use, if at all, or increasing it? 
  
My vision for our community is one in which consumers have access to affordable residential 
solar power alongside legislation that removes net metering limits allowing our communities to 
sell excess power back to utility companies to offset energy costs. Thanks in large part to a 
collaboration Albemarle County Supervisor Norman Dill, we have already been able to make 
solar refits more affordable by working with to secure the 2017 Solsmart Silver Designation. 
However, that program is just a start and we must continue to work towards providing every 
member of our community with access to affordable solar energy. 
 
In the legislature I would push for  increasing alternative energy investment credits, champion 
net metering legislation, and ensure that Charlottesville and Albemarle county have the 
autonomy to act in the best interest of the region and their communities. 
  
How would you describe the relationship between climate action, poverty, and justice in 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County? 
  



I actually see tremendous opportunity for climate action to be a tool to alleviate poverty and 
promote social justice in our communities. By championing programs that promote affordable 
solar energy for individuals, we could dramatically lower utility costs for city and county 
residents. By promoting public transportation investments and walkable cities, we can build 
social equity by reducing people’s transportation costs. Finally, by promoting new, efficient 
forms of energy we can create good jobs in renewable energy. We already have successful 
examples of this with efforts like the GO Solar Program we passed through city council that 
resulted in well-paid positions in the green energy sector for residents without college degrees.     
  
Transportation makes up a significant portion of local climate emissions. What strategies would 
you suggest to address transportation needs in Charlottesville and Albemarle County? 
  
One third of greenhouse gas emissions come from the transportation sector, and localities need 
resources from the state to expand public transportation. That funding could allow for electric 
buses, and encourage automobile alternatives with bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. As a 
delegate I will push to expand transportation choice and demand that the Dominion Energy, and 
other utility monopolies, spends more of its revenue on undergrounding lines within a public 
Right of Way. That would free up more sidewalk space for walking, at no extra cost to the 
locality. We also need to change the Virginia Department of Transportation “Smart Scale” 
funding to apply equal weight to projects that enhance bicycle and pedestrian mobility as well as 
public transit systems. 
  
How would you propose to overcome barriers to energy efficiency upgrades and renewable 
energy in the residential sector? 
  
First and foremost, we must end the stranglehold of utility monopolies on the renewable energy 
in our state. Dominion Energy has remained a steadfast opponent to renewable energy 
solutions, and without that opposition we could pass legislation tomorrow to make residential 
power greener, and more affordable, without deregulating the entire system. To that end, I will 
propose legislation that prohibits direct contributions to campaigns from publicly-regulated 
utilities, like Dominion Energy. 
 
Tell us what inspires you personally to act on climate, or why action is unnecessary. 
  
I decided to run because after 12 years of listening to the people who live in this district, I’ve 
learned that climate change and structural inequity are paramount concerns.  So is justice, 
human health and safety. I see all of these concerns as interrelated, but over the long-term I 
believe climate change will have the most impact on all of these issues. Our changing climate 
will hit our most vulnerable citizens the hardest and we must act now, while there is still time, to 
avert the most damaging impacts to our communities. 
  
To create a more sustainable future in Virginia, we must acknowledge that Global Climate 
Change is an existential challenge. One that will require thoughtful solutions and bold action to 
address. 



  


