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Climate Planning  

How should the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County approach their 

climate action planning process?  

The first thing that I would like to see is more collaboration among the City of 

Charlottesville, Town of Scottsville, and County of Albemarle in most things; to 

include the climate action planning process. Climate and the environment 

(especially the air and water), cross political/jurisdictional boundaries and affect 

everyone, not just those living within the boundaries of a political jurisdiction.  

Climate action planning needs to be an integrated part of the County’s Comprehensive Plan 

(and the City/Town equivalents) and not just an afterthought. We cannot take individual 

actions in isolation and must consider the cumulative impact of multiple smaller decisions.  

Do you have specific strategies that you would like to see implemented?  

We need to consider climate impacts on all governmental decisions: Greater education 

and awareness of the impacts of our actions; effectuation of actions that help reduce 

energy consumption; increase processes to reduce, reuse and recycle; and, installation of 

transfer stations to help reduce roadside garbage disposal and littering are just a few 

specific actions that can be implemented.  

Should counties contribute to climate solutions, and, if so, how?  

Every action of every individual, even while itself not statistically or significantly affecting 

climate, when taken in combination with thousands of other individual actions, will have 

a cumulative effect on climate change. The recent decision by the Trump Administration 

to relax lightbulb rules (incandescent lightbulbs) is estimated to require the United States 

to generate an additional 80 Billion Kilowatt hours of electricity every year. We in the 

Town, City, and County all need to evaluate each and every action in terms not just of its 



individual and isolated impact, but on how it contributes to the cumulative effect of such 

actions.  

If elected, would you promote strategies to reduce our climate emissions, and, if so, 

where do the greatest opportunities exist for reducing them?  

An immediate place to start is with replacing internal combustion vehicles with electric 

vehicles (EV) at each opportunity; and, installing county EV charging stations. My  

understanding is that the county currently only has one such charging station. Installing 

such stations will increase both county and citizen/resident utilization of EVs. Most EV 

owners charge their vehicles overnight, during the time that many electricity producers are 

literally pumping electricity into the ground because, for example, the nuclear plant at Lake 

Anna cannot just be shut down for a few hours. Since that electricity is already being 

produced, expansion of EV use does not necessarily result in simply shifting CO2 

production from day to evening. Understanding and acting upon these multiple factors must 

all be a part of addressing climate affecting emissions. Reduction of the number of trips of 

county operated vehicles is another way to reduce climate emissions. Replacing travel with 

teleconferencing when possible is another action we can take. As we plan roadways, we 

need to include multi-model aspect into the construction/improvement construction as we 

include how we can encourage safe pedestrian and bike travel where feasible and increase 

public transportation options for those who live farther from the urban ring.  

Further action towards green roofs, insulation, solar light deflection and reduction in warm 

weather, and increased efficiency of industrial systems (HVAC) can all contribute to lower 

energy usage and lower utility bills.  

Climate Strategies and Implementation  

How would you approach sustainable materials management solutions like 

composting and recycling in this region?  

The county can definitely use additional waste collection/transfer stations. Making 

composting and recycling easier for residents to utilize will assist in increasing use of those 

processes. Expanding reutilization opportunities and options for equipment and supplies 



being replaced by the County is a great way to assist local nonprofits, who are – in their 

own ways – providing great public services to the County. The addition of a transfer station 

and recycling center – to include composting - in or near the Town of Scottsville could be 

beneficial for local farmers.  

What role do you see for renewable energy in our community? How would 

you approach implementing its use, if at all, or increasing it?  

For the foreseeable future I believe that we will need to utilize all available forms of energy 

production (e.g., from carbon-based petroleum and coal; to solar, wind, nuclear, etc.) as 

technology continues to advance and make alternative forms of energy production more 

efficient and affordable. I also believe, however, that the future is in focusing on renewable 

energy sources; and, that the County needs to take a “leaning forward” approach. Not 

necessarily investing in “cutting edge” technology,  

but moving towards processes that have been proven efficient, effective, and 

affordable.  

How would you describe the relationship between climate action, 

poverty, and justice in Charlottesville and Albemarle County?  

I believe that they are all in relationship with each other. We know that people who live in 

poverty are more likely to be adversely impacted by climate change. I am also concerned 

about the disproportionate impact climate change has on the elderly. I see fighting climate 

change as a way to support all members of our community.  

Transportation makes up a significant portion of local climate emissions. What 

strategies would you suggest to address transportation needs in Charlottesville and 

Albemarle County?  

Population density is a necessary foundation for successful public transportation systems. 

There needs to be a sufficient base of riders to make the process work. With that said, great 

collaboration among the three major movers of people in our area (CAT, JAUNT, and UVA) 

to increase efficiencies and reduce expenses is the first place to start. It appears that the 

“hub and spoke” nature of public transportation to the more rural areas helps, but the 

“cross-county” availability is seriously lacking. If the transportation providers and the 



service providers will work with each other in coordinating events and public 

transportation to those events, I believe we can achieve greater efficiencies and ridership.  

The bottom line is that for public transportation to be a viable option for greater 

numbers of riders, it must be affordable, accessible, and reliable.  

How would you propose to overcome barriers to energy efficiency 

upgrades and renewable energy in the residential sector?  

I have proposed that the State Legislature authorize a tax credit (for those making below 

the AMI and housing-cost stressed); and a graduated tax deduction (for those above that 

category) for certain home capital improvements; specifically those that make the homes 

more energy efficient, including the installation of solar panels. This provides specific 

benefits of increased net worth for the owner of the home due to the improvements; no or 

reduced out-of-pocket expenses incurred by the owner as it reduces property tax liability; 

and, increases the local economy as local workers/companies are hired to perform the 

work.  

Tell us what inspires you personally to act on climate, or why action 

is unnecessary.  

My question is why anyone would NOT be personally inspired to act on climate. I lived  

in Virginia Beach for nearly 20 years and saw a steady increase in the rate of sea level rise; of 

stronger storms flooding greater areas; of people who lived on the water raising bulkheads, 

boat lifts, electrical outlets, etc. Throughout my 25-year active duty Navy career I both 

observed and participated in actions recognizing that climate change is the number one most 

serious threat to national security. This was driven home for all to see when the Navy started 

raising the height of all piers at Naval Station Norfolk as a result of rising sea levels. I see 

summer lasting longer, hotter, and drier; with winter shorter; I see glaciers disappearing; 

and, when they are gone, so will the rivers that are needed by farmers to work their fields 

and produce food. Without active action to combat human impact on climate change we 

may not survive as a species and the ability of life to survive on our very planet itself is at 

risk. As a veteran of the Navy, I am of course concerned with protecting the safety of our 

nation, requires that we address climate change.  



Climate change is inevitable. We all know that. But human activity impact on 

climate change is something we can, and must, consider.  

I am always puzzled by those who excuse lack of consideration and action on climate 

change with the excuse that the climate has changed throughout the existence of our 

planet. While that is an inescapable fact, what they ignore is that while the planet itself 

will – in some form or fashion - survive any climate change, extinction of species living on 

the planet is really the issue. There have been five mass extinction events in the history of 

earth. We are currently living in what has been identified and defined as the 

“Anthropocene” – the current geological age, viewed as the period during which human 

activity has been the dominant influence on climate and the environment. Without 

humans taking affirmative action to reduce the impacts of our activity on climate and the 

environment, the earth will survive, but we may not.  


