
The following text was pulled from Brian Pinkston’s campaign website, which was 
provided by Mr. Pinkston as a response to our questionnaire. 
 
The most significant levers of policy and action to prevent catastrophic climate change are 
obviously at the federal and state levels. Still, there’s much we can do here in Charlottesville. 
There’s a fantastic network of environmentalists here in Charlottesville, ranging from non-profits 
like LEAP and the Charlottesville Climate Collective, to staff members at the University, County, 
and City… 
 
As a City, we should remain committed to the Global Covenant of Mayors greenhouse gas 
reductions agreement which calls for carbon neutrality by 2050 (per the IPCC). Charlottesville’s 
Climate Protection Program has completed Phase 1, the Inventory of Emissions. Phase 2 - 
Targets for Reductions -- is due soon. Strategies for the City will then follow. 
Here are some specific ideas: 
 
● Higher density in general, makes us less impactful on the planet. We should emphasize 
redevelopment over new development. 
 
● We should improve out tree canopy and greenery more generally. 
 
● We should ensure that new zoning laws are less car-centric. 
 
● We should emphasize multi-modal transportation, as with the Greenbrier Greenway Trail 
System. 
 
● As to renewables, we should incentivize solar panels for residences and businesses, 
and should require them on City buildings. 
 
● As to energy efficiency for municipal properties and systems, we should: Require LEED 
standards for renovations and new construction; pursue Energy Star Certification for all 
our buildings; perform retro-commissioning and update building automation systems for 
HVAC systems; improve fleet standards; deploy smart grids; and install LED lighting. 
 
● As to energy efficiency for residential and commercial properties, we should subsidize 
energy audits and weatherizing. 
 
● As to recycling, we should set a City policy that no single-use plastics are to be used in 
its facilities or at its functions. We should put “positive peer pressure” on local 
businesses to move from plastic to paper bags. 
 
● Finally, in terms of climate resilience, we need to prioritize infrastructure improvements 
like installing / upgrading storm sewer systems. 
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