
Charlottesville Climate Collaborative 
 
These will be my thoughts and suggestions but the real power will come from 
the people who see value in protecting our environment. 
 
Climate Planning 
 
How should the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County approach their climate action 
planning process? 
 
I think the word 'collaboration' would describe the effort and keeping the benefit to people as the goal 
of any action.  I would suggest a manageable consortium of organizations that advocate for climate 
action.  A number of these would be more generally interested in environmentalism but there is 
enough common ground to make the effort worthwhile.  The organization would be outside the 
political process to insure our community is encouraged to bring a broad, representative outlook to the 
process.  I would not include elected representatives in this consortium. 
 
Do you have specific strategies that you would like to see implemented? 
 
Most importantly whatever our community decides we should make sure people are the primary 
beneficiary, e.g. the focus should be better use of our roads instead of better roads.  I think the 
community would be well served by focusing on achievable, relatively simple goals.  In the case of 
Charlottesville I would avoid grand plans that don't immediately address boosting ridership and just 
contribute to the bureaucratic clutter.  We would be better served by keeping the effort simple and 
building it piece by piece into a more formal action effort. Specifically I would like to simplify our mass 
transportation efforts.  Concentrate first on making mass transportation a 'go to' alternative, smaller 
buses, more rain shelters at bus stops.  We have the shelter kits.  We know how to erect them.  
What's the problem?  I would like to have a conversation on having a 'Jaunt size' bus take over a 
route from early evening to early morning, the time when the least number of citizens use the bus. 
 
Should cities contribute to climate solutions, and, if so, how? 
 
Cities should be in the lead.  The cost would be cheaper, the political will would be stronger and 
different strategies could be adopted according to different demographics, geographic considerations, 
income averages, etc. 
 
If elected, would you promote strategies to reduce our climate emissions, and, if so, where do 
the greatest opportunities exist for reducing them? 
 
Absolutely.  It starts with education.  The young people today are far ahead of where my generation 
was in the past.  As the younger generations take over the country the action on climate change 
should become much easier and the innovations should come much faster.  The major problem 
though is on the national level where large corporations are routinely given waivers for emissions and 
waste management. 
 
 
Climate Strategies and Implementation 
 
How would you approach sustainable materials management solutions like composting and 
recycling in this region? 



 
The existing efforts like Black Bear Composting being at City Market to establish a presence and 
bringing composing into the public awareness as well as the McIntire Recycling drop off effort would 
are great starts. 
 
What role do you see for renewable energy in our community?  How would you approach 
implementing its use, if at all, or increasing it? 
 
Renewable is the wave of the future.  We are right at the beginning of the technology, solar paint, 
solar roads, solar shingles ....... 
 
How would you describe the relationship between climate action, poverty, and justice in 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County? 
 
I would explain the relationship in two words....'money saver'.  The benefit of climate action is an 
asset which by its nature ought to be available to everyone.  No one owns the sun or the wind.   
 
Transportation makes up a significant portion of local climate emissions.  What strategies 
would you suggest to address transportation needs in Charlottesville and Albemarle County? 
 
I would suggest the initial strategy should be to invest in smaller buses and provide many more rider 
shelters at bus stops.  I understand that the most popular strategy to improve mass transportation is 
to move on the city/county transportation plan but this will take a while.  Improving ridership will be 
much quicker and will justify the cost of moving to a combined system.  Currently the community has 
no reason to embrace mass transit.  Expending a great deal of energy crafting a new plan will not 
change that - better bus service will. 
 
How would you propose to overcome barriers to energy efficiency upgrades and renewable 
energy in the residential sector? 
 
To overcome barriers to energy efficiency will take more public education, but who would argue with 
saving money?  Barriers to renewable energy in residential?  Take on Dominion! 
 
Tell us what inspires you personally to act on climate, or why action is necessary. 
 
To see the young people today embrace climate advocacy is heartening.  When I was younger I 
attempted to mount an energy generating windmill on a house I built in Earlysville.  I called Vepco 
(predecessor to Dominion) and asked what I should do first to add power to the grid.  I was told "the 
first thing you should do is hire a lawyer because we will sue you.  It's against the law."  We haven't 
made much progress since then but we have turned the conversation around.  Now it's not that we 
can't add power to the grid.  It's that we can't add a lot.  That is progress and the younger generation 
has the 'energy' (sorry, just couldn't resist) to turn our baby steps into huge steps.  
 
 
 
 
 
  


