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Climate Planning  

How should City/County approach their climate action planning process?  

Charlottesville and Albemarle County are already working together (and with UVA as well) 

on climate action planning. While they will each establish their own goals and prepare their 

own plan, the collaborative nature of the effort is of paramount importance because so many 

activities involve the City and the County, as well as UVA. Ultimately, it is likely that all 

three entities will have very similar goals and the city and county will likely have similar 

methods of achieving those goals, since so many things are actually more regional in nature, 

such as transportation issues. The planning process itself should also be collaborative to 

include members of our communities. We are fortunate to have a population of individuals 

who bring a robust knowledge regarding climate change, as a result of having the University 

here. Utilizing these resources as well as input from the general population is necessary to 

have a well- developed plan that is approved of by a majority of the community. For the 

City and the County, the government has a limited role in terms of emissions but very 

definable actions can be taken to evaluate and reduce these emissions. For example, planning 

to replace aging government vehicles with electric vehicles is something a government can 

readily control and achieve. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from the activities that 

occur within the two municipalities requires actions on the part of our businesses and 

residents. County and City governments can best facilitate these greenhouse reductions by 

working on a regional level, first and foremost, education on the necessity of reducing 

emissions and programs to help businesses reduce these emissions. This includes working 

with community partners and businesses to ensure that necessary programs are planned and 

executed. State-led (and possibly federal) efforts will also help our two governments. 

Building an effective regional transportation network is an example of a collaborative effort 

that requires the participation of state and local government, public/private partnerships, 

businesses and residents in order to achieve a high level of success.  

Do you have specific strategies you would like to see implemented?  



Yes. Some strategies hold benefits for multiple reasons. For example, working to 

increase the energy efficiency of properties in Albemarle County. This can be done 

programmatically, offering incentives to property owners who increase energy  

efficiency through purchase of appliances that reduce energy usage (for instance, upgrading 

an older heat pump), replacing lighting with LED bulbs, adding solar panels, increasing 

insulation, replacing windows, etc. When there are incentives offered at multiple levels 

(federal, state, local), it really does make a difference in decision-making by the individual 

purchasing these commodities. Also, using programs to really increase the number of 

properties that are reducing energy consumption also helps with affordable housing. Energy 

conservation translates to less costs in utility bills and that can be quite meaningful to lower 

income households where a disproportionate part of their income is going to household 

expenses. Another is public transportation – having a system that is really well-designed so 

that leaving the car behind and taking a hybrid or electric bus makes perfect sense, 

especially for the urban ring of the county. Not only does this reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and help to alleviate congestion, but it also helps the affordable housing issue by 

providing affordable transportation for people who struggle to afford a car or simply cannot 

afford it.  

Should cities contribute to climate solutions, and if so, how?  

Yes, local municipalities should definitely play a role. They are limited in what they have 

direct control over (basically, only their own operations) but their contribution can be 

dramatically enhanced by incorporating education on how individual citizens and 

businesses can reduce their carbon footprint. Additionally, local municipalities, where 

feasible, should join forces to address climate change with regional programs. Climate 

change has no boundaries, and that means that having widely disparate approaches, 

programs or requirements would have a restrictive impact. The County is fortunate to have 

two partners in very close proximity – the City of Charlottesville and UVA – because 

working together the carbon reduction impact of these three entities can be much greater.  

If elected, would you promote strategies to reduce our climate emissions, and if so, 

where do the greatest opportunities exist?  

Yes. The County can start to phase in the use of electric cars as the current fleet ages and 

requires replacement. We can evaluate hybrid and electric buses and be ready to 



introduce these into our transportation systems (both public and school). We can create a 

regional composting system to keep yard and food wastes out of the landfill - and instead 

create a viable commodity for residents. We can make sure we are not using very potent 

greenhouse gases in our  

operations – for example, fluorinated gases that were designed to replace the original air 

conditioning refrigerants used in air conditioning systems for buildings and automobiles 

back when the concern was the hole in the ozone layer. Unfortunately, fluorinated gases 

trap substantially more heat than CO2 if they reach our atmosphere. Because fluorinated 

gases are so much more serious, just a small amount of leakage into the atmosphere can 

be the equivalent of much larger amounts of carbon dioxide, the most prevalent 

greenhouse gas. Transitioning to greener refrigerants is likely to be a process that occurs 

over time but should be included in the list of actions the County is able to address to 

reduce their carbon footprint.  

Climate Strategies and Implementation  

How would you approach sustainable materials management solutions like 

composting and recycling in this region?  

The Rivanna Solid Waste Authority is currently evaluating the efficacy of establishing a 

regional composting facility in Albemarle County. Currently, all materials to be composted 

must be hauled a considerable distance, which is inefficient and expensive. Composting 

occurs in volume at UVA and the County has several schools that are engaged in 

composting (Western Albemarle). The City is experimenting with neighborhood compost 

drop off sites, and of course there are compost drop offs at City Market, McIntire 

Recycling Center and at the Ivy Materials Utilization Center. With a regional composting 

facility, we could get much greater participation and possibilities include the many area 

restaurants and even potentially, curbside pick up in the urban rings, along with other 

waste materials. Curbside collection is a complicated issue because the County has very 

little control over the waste management system – it is almost completely privatized. 

However, it is possible to create a mutually beneficial program that is manageable 

economically and operationally, it just will take some effort to forge a workable 

arrangement.  



What role do you see for renewable energy in our community? How would you 

approach implementing its use, if at all, or increasing it?  

Solar definitely has applicability here and I would advocate for local incentives for solar 

installations. We also have the ability to incorporate geothermal and should. It has greater 

up front cost but is very inexpensive thereafter and has a very reasonable pay  

back period on the investment. Wind may have some applicability here too. The County, 

including Albemarle County Public Schools, can implement renewable energy use within 

its buildings and other property. The school system has been adding solar to schools 

throughout the County, and will continue to do so. The County could also consider 

creating a solar farm in an underutilized and limited area such as the Ivy Material Use 

Center, where only the landfill surface can be incorporated into any project. The County 

could also offer incentives to developers to include renewable energy in development 

designs. At this time, the County is not able to require renewable energy allocations, but 

this may change if the General Assembly becomes controlled by Democrats in November or 

some other point in the future.  

How would you describe the relationship between climate action, poverty, and justice in 

Charlottesville and Albemarle County?  

Carbon reduction practices can have beneficial effects in the larger social fabric, including 

reduced costs for lower income residents and/or providing opportunities that did not exist 

before, such as expanded and efficient public transportation. Implementing climate 

resilience practices is one way to ensure that our most vulnerable citizens are not the most 

impacted by climate change. Climate action must include climate resilience planning for our 

communities.  

Transportation makes up a significant portion of local climate emissions. What strategies 

would you suggest to address transportation needs in Charlottesville and Albemarle 

County?  

We have a fledgling regional transportation authority that needs to be given the 

opportunity to grow and to do so quickly and effectively. We are a growing regional 

community, with no signs of slowing down for the foreseeable future, so we need to be 

creating transportation infrastructure to meet the demands of a growing population. That 



is probably the single most important action that the city and county can take. We need a 

public transportation system that works in the city, the county urban ring and other 

population centers (Crozet). In the rural areas additional park and rides where a bus could 

then be taken or the encouragement of carpooling. That alone would have a significant 

impact on greenhouse gas emissions. Other actions include the continued growth of paths 

for pedestrian, biking and other modal forms and to encourage our citizens to explore all 

the different ways to get around in the area without getting in a car. This can only happen 

when we have a robust system of routes for alternative transportation forms and a well-

developed public transit system.  

How would you propose to overcome barriers to energy efficiency upgrades and renewable 

energy in the residential sector?  

The primary barrier is general lack of knowledge as to the importance of energy efficiency 

and renewable energy alternatives available. The second barrier is cost. The County (and 

the City) can address these through a well-developed and vigorous education program (and 

working with community partners such as the Charlottesville Climate Collaborative, the 

Local Energy Alliance Program, Albemarle Housing Improvement Program, Charlottesville 

Renewable Energy Alliance, Interfaith Power and Light, and others) to ensure everyone 

understands what programs are available, how to become engaged, and what the benefits 

are to those who participate and the community at large. With an educated and engaged 

community, the offering of incentives is a further driver to the community as a whole 

working to reduce their carbon footprint. Incentives at the local level need to be combined 

with others at the state and federal level, as I have previously indicated. The transition 

must be positive and affordable in order to engage a large percentage of the population, as is 

necessary to reduce our regional carbon footprint.  

Tell us what inspires you personally to act on climate, or why action is 

unnecessary.  

I spent my professional career in education, and one of my life’s greatest pleasures has been 

working with the children who represent our future. The climate crisis is very real and 

urgent, and has the capacity to destroy their future and those of subsequent generations if 

we do not act decisively and quickly. It is in our hands to do everything we can to reduce 

those impacts and give our children a chance to survive and thrive in what will most 



certainly be a changed world. We are the ones who can and must ensure those changes are 

kept to a minimum. It is my hope that my years of prior public service and working with 

disparate groups to achieve a common goal can now serve Albemarle County in its effort to 

reduce our community carbon footprint as quickly as we can.  


