
C3’s Virtual Forum on Climate Action Responses  

 

Ann Mallek, Democrat, County Board of Supervisors Candidate (White Hall) 

Climate Planning  

How should the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County approach their climate action 

planning process?  

Each jurisdiction needs to begin implementing steps of the adopted LCAPP program and 

encourage the examples each have shown by improvements to their own buildings and 

processes to be incorporated into commercial and residential applications. The County’s 

updated baseline inventory is eagerly awaited, to have real data after a ten-year pause.  

Do you have specific strategies that you would like to see implemented?  

As a start, I support County investments in the LEAP program to further the effort described 

above and spread these improvements to infrastructure, equipment and weatherization 

throughout the building and transportation sectors. I look forward to careful study of new ideas 

coming forward.  

Should cities contribute to climate solutions, and, if so, how?  

The City and County already provide a good example with funding of programs. This is a baby 

step process but leveraging opportunities through utilities and outside funding can speed up 

the delivery of services to our citizens.  

If elected, would you promote strategies to reduce our climate emissions, and, if so, where do 

the greatest opportunities exist for reducing them?  

Weatherization of buildings and improvements in our transit system are both majority 

sectors in emissions and on the achievable list for local governments.  

The County is improving our housing stock for low income residents through partnership 

with AHIP and Habitat. Partnerships with Jaunt and development of new transit collaborations 

with regional transit programs in the Shenandoah valley and the state DRPT should expand 

inter city transit offerings within the next year.  



Climate Strategies and Implementation  

How would you approach sustainable materials management solutions like 

composting and recycling in this region?  

After many years of waiting, the County now has a well-functioning transfer station with a 

rapidly increasing tonnage rate. I eagerly await the opening of a model recycling center there, 

in order for citizens to actually see and visit what a version could look like closer to their 

homes. Albemarle is the only county our size to only have one location for citizens to take any 

household trash. That is a waste of gas and a burden to residents.  

What role do you see for renewable energy in our community? How would you approach 

implementing its use, if at all, or increasing it?  

Distributive generation of energy is an important solution to weaken the strangle hold our 

utility holds over our lives. Individual homeowners’ own solar photovoltaic panels and thermal 

systems can generate much of their own need or more and return excess to the grid. We need 

to work out issues related to net metering and corporate control.  

How would you describe the relationship between climate action, poverty, and justice in 

Charlottesville and Albemarle County?  

There is no question that environmental justice is a serious issue. Some homeowners are able to 

fund or finance improvements to their homes, reap the savings on energy, and enjoy increased 

health, comfort and safety. Others may need assistance to achieve these benefits.  

The County should continue its participation with AHIP for improvements to lower and 

moderate income homeowners. Expansion to encourage commercial owners to improve their 

apartment complexes would be a benefit to residents and the environment at large.  

This work is especially important for residents, renters and owners, of limited means. The 

savings on energy can dramatically impact the available resources for a more sustainable family 

budget.  

Transportation makes up a significant portion of local climate emissions. What strategies would 

you suggest to address transportation needs in Charlottesville and Albemarle County?  

Partnerships with Jaunt and development of new transit collaborations with regional transit 

programs in the Shenandoah valley and the state DRPT should expand inter city transit offerings 

within the next year. The Crozet Connect is two months old and off to a strong start carrying 



University employees and residents to Charlottesville for work and appointments. Jaunt has 

committed to keep expanding the service s the demand increases. This effort can be replicated to 

other centers in the County where many people follow the same path to work and could ride 

transit or carpool.  

How would you propose to overcome barriers to energy efficiency upgrades and renewable 

energy in the residential sector?  

Some barriers exist in the current wording of homeowners association documents and 

zoning rules adoped decades ago. State legislation may be needed to assist with some of these 

barriers.  

There is also a local effort to assist HOA’s to modernize their agreements and permit roof top 

solar for their residents.  

We can see the impact in Europe where rooftops are most often covered with solar collectors. 

These are often minimally visible. Ground construction applications also exist and should be 

encouraged to cover parking lots and provide shade for cars as well.  

Tell us what inspires you personally to act on climate, or why action is unnecessary.  

I have two daughters and three grandchildren. Their future depends on our generation 

making careful progress to do what we can, today, to reduce our own and community 

impacts on consumption of energy and emissions. We must address c;o,ate pm twp 

pathways- mitigation and adaptation.  

At a young age I learned rules about sustainable use of materials, as everyone from the 1950’s 

did. We in 2019 need to capture that energy and responsibility from long ago and turn it into 

a drive for success today.  


